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THE ISSUES/iSMpKING - 



| Tf cigarette advertisements are required to comply with the 
same standards tor truthfulness as other Industries, then, and 
only then, will they be held responsible for false claims. 


Lpb 'l'b 4* l<- 

T he umc hu* come for rongrcs* to declare 
an objective of * smokalrce society Wc 
will not .achieve that foal until the 
tobacco companies arc held legally rosponiibtc 
for their misdeed* 

When a deceived smoker’s family sues • 
tobacco company for wrongful death, they 
encounter * Itgvl shield of immunity protecting 
the fieurrtle company. Congrew created that 
protective armor tor the tobacco industry when 
'.it ptited the Federal Cigarette labeling and 
Advertiung Act in, 1965. I'nder that law th* 
count have teid thet a tobacco company can 
Issue blatantly false and deceptive advertising, 
and then be’ absolved of liability by placing a 
warning label cm the cigarette package 
Yet no other mdustev — not even ••smokeless 
tobacco" products suclt as snuff and chewing 
tobacco - anjoys such a shield 
tf cigarette advertisements ere required to 
comply with the same standards for truthftil- 
ness as other industries (as provided tty my bin. 
the Cigsrette Testing and liability Act of 1MI. 
H. R e543i. tffen. and-only then, will they be 
held retponsible.for false claims in advertising 
.Cigarettes are the most dangerous product 
sold in the United States The Surgeon General 
• of the Vmted States says that 3*0.000 Ameri¬ 
cans dt# each year from tmoki ni by compari¬ 
son. only about 4.000 American* die each year 
from cocsine and heroin In addition to caus¬ 
ing these 320.000 deaths each year, smoking- 
related dueaiai, according to the United 
States Office of Technnlofy Assessment, -cost 
163 billion ia ettra medical costs and ion of 
productivity each year 

The absurdity of the current Mtuatlon for 
cigarette ndvertiwmvnt* tv illustrated by the 
■ recent trral in New Jer»**\ where a federal 
Jury awarded Antonin Cipollone 5400.000 rn 
damages because of his wife * death in 1964. 
Rove ('ipollonc begun smoking Ligpvtl tr Myers' 
cigarcucs in 1941 In 1968 she switched to Phi¬ 
lip Morris brsnd In lw?4 She began smoking a 
. loriltard brand They Jury found that her 


By Rap. THOMAS A, LUKIN 

death from lung cancer in 1084 was caused by 
smoking However, while the jury louud litgott 
k Myers was responsible for her death. Philip 
Morns and Lonllard were held npt responsible 
because she didn’t smoke their cigarette* 
before 1966. 

My bill also would make it clear that >tu-.r 
and local government* can use their traditional 
power to protect the health of their cinn-n> by 
regulating cigarettes in the same way they reg, • 
ulate other products The need for such grant¬ 
ing of authority to the states was highlighted 
when witnesses at a recent hearing told us that 
cigarette companies have warned local govern¬ 
ments thtt they cannot piss-law* prohibiting- 
the distribution or (Tee cigarette samples Many , 
state and local government* want to ban free '. 
Cigarette samples as l meins of preventing 
Juveniles from obtaining tbfse harmful prod¬ 
ucts We also heard testimony ihst the ciga- 
-relic companies told the Maine U-cmiaturi- 
that under federal taw Main# could mu restrict 
advertising of cigarettes in eonnet-tton with 
ehlldren'j skiing events, 

Ifiny bill does not pass, it will be a totament 
to the wealth and power of the tobarco indu»- 
try In 1965. the last year for which f gore* ore 
available, the cigarette industry earned profits » 
of S3 45 billion In 19M the cigarette industry 
spent 124 billion advertising and promoting 
cigarette* The tobaeee companies are reported 
to have apent 330 million just in defending the 
New Jersey lawsuit involving Mrs. ('inellune. 

Yet. in our system of government tin- voter* 
arc more powerful, I urge you to-let >i.ur con¬ 
gressman and senator* knnw- whether von think * 
ihe tobacco companies should be held respon¬ 
sible when smokers die after they huv - broil 
lulled into * false K»*e of security a* * iv»ui» 
of false and deceptive cigarette idvcnwuu. 

ft, p flifmm 4 lnh’H D-Qhltl, *> ft.hVI' llT' i)f 
ifr /JnuM' Shim o*d CowiH'rcr subiommir? \ 
o» >r/}iuponation, tourism S»a k<t:n 
inettnoU- fAir seat vntttnftr Sonppt Movant. 
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